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Trusting Tradition, Channeling Change
Chapter President Judy Noguchi

JACET will celebrate 50 years of service to the college
English teaching community in 2011. In the same year,
the Kansai Chapter will mark its 40th anniversary. It is
indeed a great honor as well as a heavy responsibility to
assume the position of the Kansai Chapter president at this
pivotal point in time.

Over the decades, the Kansai Chapter has grown to
have more than 600 members and supports ten active
special interest groups ranging from one focusing on
literature in language education to those covering topics in
grammar, listening, reading, writing and even one

conducting research on foreign language education abroad.

Our academic journal, JACET Kansai Journal (Volume
12), which was published in March, features the first
invited paper and 11 articles contributed by our members.
Recent Chapter conferences have steadily drawn more
than 100 participants and the lectures and symposia have
also been well attended. Supporting and guiding this
active community are the Chapter officers and members
of the Research Planning Committee who have so
generously volunteered their time and effort to make
things happen. This is a tradition of trust—trust that
their work will guide the community toward a better
tomorrow, trust that others will understand the value of
their efforts and respond in kind.

While trusting in this robust tradition, we must also
look to channeling the changes that are constantly
occurring around us—changes arising from research on
language and educational theory and applications as well
as societal changes that are beyond our control. It would
not be an overstatement to say that the work of those
involved in college English teaching today is probably
more important than ever before.

We no longer have the luxury of teaching English to
only language majors. We are being asked to find
ways to make language learning a viable endeavor to
students in other major fields who are already burdened
with studying the ever burgeoning knowledge base of

their respective disciplines. English is essential today
as countries around the world participate in global
negotiations on issues ranging from the setting of
industrial standards to establishing trade agreements
and discussing environmental protection. In such an
interconnected world, being able to communicate
effectively and efficiently in English is no longer an
added extra but an essential part of the repertoire of a
professional with a university education. Japanese
professionals must be able to not only express
themselves persuasively in a variety of contexts but also
be able to critically grasp the essence of flows of
communication in their professional milieus.

To support our Kansai Chapter members in such a
demanding world, we will try to offer more
opportunities to interact with other professionals in
related organizations, continue the mentoring efforts of
the Editorial Committee and paper reviewers of the
JACET Kansai Journal, and elicit more participation
from non-Japanese speaking members by presenting as
much information as possible in both Japanese and
English.

Many years ago, the advisor of a university group to
which | belonged said, “A chain is only as strong as its
weakest link.” Today, placing trust in our JACET
tradition and preparing to innovatively channel change,
| ask you to join me in making the Kansai Chapter
community “chain” even stronger.
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The 2010 Spring Conference of the JACET Kansai Chapter

will be held at Doshisha Women’s University on Saturday,

June 19. Members of the JACET Kansai Chapter are

invited to present proposals for research papers, reports on

classroom activities, poster sessions, workshops, and
colloguiums.

Conditions and procedures for proposals are as
follows:

1) Proposed topics should be relevant to English education
and related fields. The proposed material should not have
been presented elsewhere.

2) A research paper or a report on classroom activities
should consist of a 20-minute presentation and a
10-minute Q & A period. Workshops and colloquiums
are allotted 90 minutes, and poster sessions entail a
60-minute period for explanation.

3) An Excel-based proposal form (“form.xIs”) is available
on the JACET Kansai Web site (www.jacet-kansai.org).
Fill in the following information on the form, rename the
file (e.g., “yamadat.xls”), then send it via e-mail to
admin@jacet-kansai.org as an attachment.

A) Application form:
a) Type of proposal (research paper, report on
classroom activities, poster sessions, workshops, or
colloquiums); b) Title of proposal; c) Information
about applicant: name, affiliation, e-mail address,
phone number; d) Language for presentation (English
or Japanese); e) Language requested for peer review
(English or Japanese); f) Equipment required.
B) Abstract: anonymous; 300-400 words. (Mention
should be made of the purpose of the research,
background, methods, conclusion, necessary references.)
2 Acknowledgment of the receipt of your proposal
will be sent by e-mail within three days after its receipt. If
you do not receive an acknowledgment, please inform
the office as soon as possible.

4) Submission period for proposals: From April 1 to 18,
2010.

5) Selection of the proposals will be carried out by the
Reviewing Committee.

6) Notification of acceptance will be sent from the office
within a month after the deadline.

7) With regard to workshops and colloquiums, please
contact the JACET Kansai Chapter Office
(admin@jacet-kansai.org) for details.
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In 2004, JACET launched the English Classology
Committee, which successfully achieved its goal of
publishing a book on English classology in Japan. Starting
in April this year, the committee will resume its activities
with the new aim of carrying out theoretical and empirical
research on remedial English education in Japan. The
committee welcomes the participation of JACET members
who are interested in the practice of remedial English
instruction. More information will follow in the next
Newsletter. If interested, please contact Naoki Sugimori at
naosugi[AT]is.ritsumei.ac.jp. Please replace [AT] with @.
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