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On the Eastern Japan earthquake-tsunami disaster
Judy Noguchi

On behalf of the Kansai Chapter, | wish to express deep concern for the safety and well-being of our Tohoku
colleagues and their loved ones who were hit by the devastating earthquakes and tsunamis in March. Only last
September, many of us were in Sendai for the 49" Annual Convention at Miyagi University. It was a great shock to
see the news footage of Sendai Airport where | remember chatting with many Kansai colleagues while awaiting the
return flight to Osaka. In addition to this, Japan is now struggling to deal with the crippled nuclear power plant in
Fukushima. The road to recovery will be an arduous one. Having experienced the Hanshin-Awaji earthquake, I
realize that the aftereffects will remain long after any outward revival. | am at loss for words.

What can JACET do for you?
Chapter President Judy Noguchi

It is April again and another new academic year.
Some of us will be taking on new jobs with new
responsibilities while others will be continuing in their
positions but with new students. No matter how
inexperienced or experienced we are, as professionals,
we must all continue to learn and develop.

One way to ensure that we stay up-to-date and
current is through professional organizations such as
JACET. They serve as fora where we can come into
contact with colleagues having similar interests and
share experiences, opinions and most importantly, ideas
and concepts to further advance our professional
expertise. They offer networks that can join us with
other professionals at global, national and local levels.

Conferences, where we can actually meet active
participants in our disciplines, are one way of getting
involved. This year, many of us will be participating in
international conferences around the world and, of
course, the JACET 50" Commemorative International
Convention in Fukuoka from August 30 to September 2
at Seinan Gakuin. Please also remember that the Kansai
Chapter will be celebrating its 40" year with a
commemorative conference on November 27, 2011
(Sunday) at Mukogawa Women’s University in
Nishinomiya. Be sure to “red-letter” that date on your
calendar now!

Publications are another important aspect of a
professional organization. Many of us were involved in
the JACET 50th Anniversary Publication Project in 13
volumes which are being published as A Series of
Studies on English Education. At the chapter level, we
are proud of the JACET Kansai Journal, which
continues to develop and grow with many papers being
offered for consideration. JACET publications,
including chapter publications, are in the process of
being registered with CiNii, the National Institute of
Informatics Scholarly and Academic Information
Navigator. This will allow our papers to reach a greater
number of professionals. Another publication in the
processing stage is the JACET Secondary Classology
Research Committee project of classroom reports to be
published in March 2012. This will also be available
online and thus reach a wide audience. Start thinking
about what you can write about in your field of
expertise for one of the JACET publications.

Lectures and seminars are still another way of
disseminating information and encouraging active
discussions. For this academic year, the Kansai Chapter
will start off with what should be a very interesting
symposium (see announcement in this newsletter) on
recent developments in cognitive science and how they
can inform language teaching and learning. As we are



channeling funds and efforts into the 40" anniversary
chapter conference this autumn, the Kansai Chapter
General Assembly Meeting will be held on the same
day, June 18" at the same venue. Be sure to come,
learn and be heard.

As you can see, JACET is trying to do a lot for you
as a professional but can only be truly successful if its
individual members become willing and active
participants in its many activities. The more you
participate, as a writer for JACET publications, a
reviewer of papers and proposals, a discussant at
seminars and symposia or a volunteer in committee
activities, the more you will learn and benefit. It all
boils down to “What can you do for JACET?”
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M Messages from Officers Finishing Terms of Officell
The JACET Kansai Chapter Office has moved to
Nishinoh’s Office at Doshisha University. The contact
information is in the banner.
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The JACET Kansai Chapter Fall Conference
(Theme: “Future Directions for Classes in University
English Education™) was successfully held on November
27 at Kwansei Gakuin University, Uegahara Campus. The
program included a symposium (“Meeting Current
Demands in the University English Classrooms™), a
workshop, research reports and application reports.
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The 3rd Lecture Meeting of the 2010 academic
year was held on March 12th at Kwansei Gakuin
University Umeda Campus, with 50 participants. An
active discussion followed the presentations of
Associate Professor Tom Gally of Tokyo University and
Professor Akira Tajino of Kyoto University, with
questions and comments from the audience. The frank
descriptions of problems and issues faced by the
presenters in trying to initiate and propel advances in
language education were revealing and can serve as a
source of encouragement for those of us at the forefront
of language education today.
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The JACET Kansai Chapter will hold the 1st
lecture meeting of the 2011 academic year as follows:
- Two invited speakers: Dr. Osamu Takeuchi of
Kansai University and Dr. Shin’ichiro Ishikawa of
Kobe University
- Dr. Takeuchi: Brain-imaging and EFL Research:
Some Findings in NIRS Studies on Reading
- Dr. Ishikawa: L1/L2 Processing by Japanese
Learners of English: An MRI-based Study
Date: June 18th, 2011
Venue: Doshisha University, Imadegawa Campus
(http://www.doshisha.ac.jp/access/ima_access.html).
Details available at the JACET Kansai Chapter website
(http://www.jacet-kansai.org).
Fee: JACET member, free; nonmember, ¥500. No
need to pre-register.
Main language for presentations: Japanese.
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The JACET Kansai Journal (JKJ) Editorial
Committee is pleased to present JKJ No.13. The first
invited article, which was written by the former JACET
president Ikuo Koike, is followed by six articles. The
selected six articles are the products of many people’s
efforts and a highly engaged review process. This
selection process was educational for everyone

involved. At the same time, we owe our reviewers a
great debt of gratitude for their time and contributions.
JACET Kansai will celebrate 40" anniversary
this year. To commemorate this anniversary we will
have a special issue (JKJ No.14). Please check the
guidelines for details on the submission procedures and
requirements available at the end of JKJ No.13 or
http://www.jacet-kansai.org/file/toukoukitei.pdf.
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Please immediately report any changes in your
address, affiliation, e-mail address, telephone numbers and
other information to JACET headquarters
(jacet@zb3.so0-net.ne.jp).



