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Whose English should we teach?
Chapter President Judy Noguchi

This question has been at the back of my mind since
summer 2011 when | attended conferences related to
language teaching in Seoul, Beijing and Fukuoka. In
Seoul, on the last day of the 9th Asia TEFL
International Conference on “Teaching English in a
Changing Asia: Challenges and Directions,”
representatives from 10 countries and regions talked
about national English proficiency tests that were under
development. One of the questions from the audience
was about what kind of native English speaker would
be doing the final checking of the exams. The response
from the panel was that there was no need to ask a
“native speaker” and this was quickly supported by
others in the audience.

A month later in Beijing, at the 16™ World Congress
of Applied Linguistics (AILA 2011) on “Harmony in
diversity: language, culture, society” and then in
Fukuoka, at the JACET Convention 2011 on
“Challenges for Tertiary English Education,” there
were several sessions on English as a Lingua Franca
(ELF). This is the language used by speakers of other
languages “on a daily basis all over the world, in their
personal, professional or academic lives” (VOICE,
2012). The VOICE (Vienna-Oxford International
Corpus of English) website continues, “We therefore
see them primarily not as language learners but as
language users in their own right.” To discover the
features of this “language” is the aim of VOICE. A
similar project, ACE (Asian Corpus of English), has
been launched in Asia by the Research Centre into
Language Education and Acquisition in Multilingual
Societies (RCLEAMS) at the Hong Kong Institute of
Education. The RCLEAMS website states “The major
role of English in Asia today is as a lingua
franca...English is also the working language of the
extended grouping known as ASEAN + 3, which
includes the ten states of ASEAN plus China, Japan and
Korea.”

With these concepts in mind, the message from
Professor Susan Hunston (2011) in her plenary lecture
at the JACET Kansai Chapter 2011 40™ Anniversary
Conference really hit home: “English is no longer the
language of ‘them’ — it is increasingly the language of

‘us’. And to relate this to motivation — learners may no
longer want to sound like ‘them’ or be able to operate
in ‘their society’ but may wish to be one of ‘us’, where
‘us’ is an international community.” This means that as
English teachers today, we need to be aware of and be
ready to address this global paradigmatic shift in the
conceptualization of English. ELF is not a language to
be learned in order to talk with native English speakers
in specific countries nor is it necessary to learn only
about the cultures and countries in which English is the
mother tongue. Instead, ELF is to be acquired for the
realistic goal of communicating with others from
different language backgrounds in a variety of
situations, ranging from virtual to actual situations.

ELF has been defined as “a language variety
without a culture or native speakers” (Alptekin, 2010).
This is a step beyond Cook’s (1992) proposal that
“language  teaching should try to produce
multicompetent individuals not ersatz native speakers.”
Recognizing English as an “additional” language shows
respect for the original language and culture of the
speaker and does not demand that he or she try to
emulate something, such as native-like pronunciation,
which is often beyond realistic reach.

The question then arises of what kind of English
should be taught. There are many ways to find the
answer this. Hunston (2012) suggests approaching it
through Adrian Holliday’s “small cultures” concept by
viewing the discourses of various communities, such as
those of business people or academics. Another way
forward could be via pragmatics, which considers that
“there is no language use except in situations, and no
situation is complete without the language that goes
with it” (Mey, 2006: 794). Still another approach would
be via ESP or LSP (English for Specific Purposes or
Languages for Specific Purposes) which has a rich
literature of delving into how language is used in
various communication events (Swales, 1990; Bhatia,
1993; Basturkmen, 2006).

Whatever we English teachers decide to do, we
need to make our students aware of the fact that they,
too, are “users” of English and that they will most
likely be using it to communicate with speakers of
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various language and culture backgrounds.  This
means that they need to be able to very clearly express
their ideas so that what they have to say will be
understood and have the intended impact. It may not be

native-like speech but it does need to be understandable.

It may not be grammatically perfect but it does need to
be accurate. It may not be unique and creative but it
does need to be rhetorically accessible.

Today, there is a strong need for Asian voices in a
wide range of fields from business to science and
technology and even in the arts. We need to equip our
students with the linguistic tools that will enable them
to cogently express themselves so that they can be
heard and can make a difference.
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Check the Kansai Chapter website for details:
http://www.jacet-kansai.org/
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The 3rd Lecture Meeting of the 2011 academic
year was held on March 3rd at Kwansei Gakuin
University Umeda Campus, with 55 participants. The
members of the Listening Research Group described a
study on listening strategies and proficiency involving
more than 1000 students. The study instruments and
data were presented and offered to the participants to
enable replication of the research.
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The 2012 Spring Kansai Chapter Conference

- Theme: Back to the basics of university English
education: First steps toward a better future

- Date: June 16, 2012 (Sat.)

- Venue: Osaka University, Toyonaka Campus

This Conference marks the start of the next decade
after the 40th Anniversary Chapter Conference held in
November 2011. JACET President Hisatake Jimbo will
deliver a plenary address to open the floor to timely
discussions on basic concepts and issues in university

English education, including CEFR, liberal arts and
ESP. (Main language for presentation: Japanese)
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The 1° lecture meeting of the 2012 academic year
- Speaker: Dr. Yoshihito Kamakura, Aichi University.
- Date: July 28, 2012
- Venue: Doshisha University, Imadegawa Campus

(http://mvww.doshisha.ac.jp/access/ima_access.html)
- Fee: JACET member, free; nonmember, ¥500.

No need to pre-register.

- Main language for presentation: Japanese.

Details available at the JACET Kansai Chapter
website (http://www.jacet-kansai.org).
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The JACET Kansai Chapter Office has moved to
Uematsu’s Office at Kyoto Sangyo University. The
contact information is in the banner.
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The JACET Kansai Journal (JKJ) Editorial
Committee announces the publication of JKJ No.14. It
includes the transcript of the plenary lecture delivered
by Professor Susan Hunston (University of Birmingham)
at the 40™ Anniversary Chapter Conference in
November 2011, followed by a research article, two
research notes, and two application reports. This special
issue commemorating the Chapter’s 40" anniversary
also has invited articles by past Chapter presidents and
descriptions of SIG activities. The Editorial Committee
expresses its sincere gratitude to the reviewers who
devoted much time and effort to the editorial process.

To submit a paper for the next issue, JKJ No.15,
check the guidelines for details on the submission
procedures and requirements available at the end of JKJ
No.14 or at the following URL:

http://www.jacet-kansai.org/file/toukoukitei_e.pdf.
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Please immediately report any changes in your
address, affiliation, e-mail address, telephone numbers and



other  information to JACET  headquarters
(jacet@zb3.s0-net.ne.jp).
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