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This is Shigeo Uematsu, President of JACET Kansai
Chapter. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, most
universities and colleges have decided to offer all of
spring 2020 courses online, as announced on their
websites. I am sure that many of you and your students
might feel anxious about the decision. It is natural to feel
so since one of the most significant features of English
Language Teaching today is its small classes with
discussion as the major teaching style. However, this
cannot be realized with the novel coronavirus causing
very difficult situations all over Japan and the world.
With no definite cure or medicine to defeat the virus yet,
the situation is unpredictable.

Student safety being the top priority means that we
need to find other ways to effectively deliver our courses.
I am certain that all of our Kansai Chapter members are
doing their best to fulfill their responsibilities as
educators.

Under 59th  Kyoto
International Convention (from September 8th) as well
as the 2020 first Chapter Lecture Meeting (for June 20th)
have been cancelled. I hope you all can understand that
these difficult decisions were based on the priority of

these circumstances, the

your safety. We also hope that you will understand that
offering meetings (including SIGs) online will be the
best method to sustain academic activities under these
conditions.

This is a time when our true value is being tested. It is
up to us whether we consider this difficulty as a painful
event or as an opportunity to grow to be better people.
We should adhere to the principle that those who face
difficulties can use them as tools for personal growth. As
peers, we can overcome this pandemic together. Let us
gain a complete victory together.

We are looking forward to seeing you at the October


http://www.jacet-kansai.org/

17th Second JACET Kansai Chapter Lecture and
meetings in the fall.
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Kansai Chapter 3rd Lecture Meeting /
Chapter Board Meeting, Kwansei Gakuin

University, Umeda Campus
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Please check the Kansai Chapter website for specific
details: http://www.jacet-kansai.org/.
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Kansai Chapter 2020 Conference

Call for videos of research paper and practical report
Chapter 2020 online
conference. The submission period for abstracts is July 17
(Friday) through August 29 (Saturday), 2020. Each
accepted applicant is to create a 20-minute video clip of

presentations for the Kansai

their presentation. We look forward to receiving your
abstracts. (Applicants are not asked to submit a video clip
at the time of application.)

Date: November 14 (Saturday) — 21 (Saturday), 2020
(Subject to change)

Method: On-demand distribution of videos online
Conference Theme: English Language Education in a Time
of Rapid Change 2: Technology and Well-Being

The year 2020 began with the breaking news of the
emerging cases of Novel Coronavirus infection, the disease
that has subsequently caused a pandemic. Its impacts still
haunt us daily at various levels. In the midst of the COVID-
19 pandemic, 2020 is also the year during which the use of
non-face-to-face distance learning has rapidly been
disseminated on a global scale; as a result, the situation has
called for not only further availability of online education
to a higher number of people but also improvement of
distance learning in terms of quality as a means by which
educators deliver lectures and lessons to students. In effect,
ameliorating the quality of online learning suddenly
became one of the urgent issues for educators to deal with.

This tendency seems to be particularly pronounced for
educators of English language in Japan. Had we been asked
a question about the extent of our preparedness for the
online lectures and lessons we have provided since April
2020, many of us would have likely hesitated to give
affirmative and confident answers. In the field that has
conventionally placed emphasis on face-to-face
interactions and communications, it is evident that the
unexpected changes brought about by the COVID-19
pandemic have entailed tremendous social as well as
individual costs, particularly in work settings.

Given the aforementioned context in which we have
operated as professionals since April 2020, this online
conference—which takes the format of on-demand
dissemination of pre-recorded videos—aims to provide the
platform upon which English language educators can
present and share their findings and insights on general
topics of English language education at college level in
Japan. Furthermore, we are looking for presenters wishing
to address topics relevant to pedagogics of the English
language, “Technology,” and “Well-Being” in particular.

Each selected applicant is to record and submit a 20-
minute video file that will then be shared among the limited
online viewers worldwide. We hope to contribute as much
as possible to the English language education in the Corona
era and thereafter.

Provisional Program Contents
. Keynote Lecture
. Special Talk 1
. Special Talk 2
. Invited Symposium
. Practical Reports and Research Papers
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. Publishers’ Presentations
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Kansai Chapter Third Lecture Meeting of AY
2019

The Kansai Chapter Third Lecture Meeting of the 2019
academic year was canceled due to the COVID-19 outbreak.

W 2020 £EF 1 X REESOSHMLE B

2020 EJEF 1 BISCEGEESIL, fiflaat o 4 v
ADRBIZLY, PIlkERESNE LT,

Kansai Chapter First Lecture Meeting of AY
2020

Considering the impact of COVID-19, the organizing
committee have decided to cancel the JACET Kansai First
Lecture Meeting of 2020 academic year,
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Messages from JACET Kansai Journal
Editorial Committee

The first JACET Kansai Journal (JKJ) of the Reiwa
Period, JKJ No. 22, was published in late March 2020. This
issue contains one “Invited Paper,” contributed by Prof.
Hitoshi ISAHARA (Director of the Information and Media
Center at Toyohashi University of Technology at that time).
This paper was based on his presentation at the JACET
Kansai Chapter’s First Lecture Meeting last year. JKJ No.
22 also contains four “Research Papers,” two “Research
Notes,” and two “Practitioner Reports.” The Editorial
Committee would like to express its sincere gratitude to the
reviewers, who devoted much time and effort to the
reviewing process, and to the contributors.

We welcome your submissions for the next issue, JKJ No.
23, for which online registrations begins on July 1st, 2020.
From JKJ No. 23, “Practitioner Papers” will be newly
introduced, which is defined as “academic papers related to
practical research on English education at the tertiary or
other levels, which contain sufficient information of
theoretical background or previous practice examples, offer
innovative practices or provide concrete evidence to help

promote a deeper understanding of practices, and thereby
contribute to educational improvement and practical
research development.” In line with this, the next issue will
feature some articles contributed by specialists in
practitioner research.

The guidelines and requirements for submission
procedures are now aravilable at the Kansai Chapter

website (http://www.jacet-kansai.org/submission.html).

We now face various restrictions on academic
activities, but the Editorial Committee hopes you will
actively present your research and educational practices
through our journal.
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Please immediately report any changes in your address,
affiliation, e-mail address, telephone number, and other
information to the JACET Main Office (jacet@zb3.so-
net.ne.jp).
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