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D=9 avF 1 FARE2 0 2= The next step was to analyze this textbook to identify language
[IEFPREADEEEE | EISEFEIERED=ODESP  features that needed to be taught. Genre analysis of this textbook,
EMETYA T3] written for native English-speaking college students, led to the
FFE :Virginia Mary Peng (IMBEARS)  discovery of its usage of an extensive range of genres to attract student
HH W CRBRTERS interest, e.g., newspaper articles, FYI (For Your Information) essays
A 7 EEERE) and case reports. To apply the results of the analysis in the
A S GREXP development of teaching materials, the Study Group began work
5 XEF GEENEERD from three viewpoints: (1) corpus linguistics to identify words and

The JACET ESP Study Group has been involved in developing
English materials for the Faculty of Economics of Ritsumeikan
University, which underwent curriculum changes from April 2006
with the start of the Interational Economics Department. At the
core of this major change is the growing need for students from
economics to become more competitive in an English speaking
global community.  The Intemational Economics Department
curriculum will have general English courses in the first year and
English courses focusing on economics content in the second year.
Economics content courses taught in English will also be offered.
As no satisfactory ESP textbooks could be found to prepare students
to learn English for economics, the ESP Study Group was asked to
help develop teaching materials.

A preliminary needs analysis survey of the university professors of
economics at Ritsumeikan University revealed the main needs were
to have students able to read textbooks for economics in English, as
well as to read newspaper and magazine articles pertaining to
economics and other materials. The first type of material that
students would be encountering was considered to be an economics
textbook. The textbook selected, Principles of Economics by Gregory
Mankiw, was found by the Study Group to be widely used around the

world based on an international Web search of syllabi.

phrases for the target chapters, (2) genre analysis focus (materials to
make students aware of genre differences and how to deal with them),
and (3) content focus (materials to promote content comprehension).
The materials developed by the Study Group will be used from the
start of the 2007 academic year with improvements and adjustments
being made as necessary. The ESP Study Group aims to establish
an ESP materials and course development model to support the
creation of tailor-made ESP courses in any academic subject area.
This workshop will offer participants an opportunity to experience

designing ESP materials.
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Japanese university classes have been in a constant flux of change

over the last several years.  The lower end is dropping with no end in
sight but the higher end remains high. This two-tiered dichotomy
brings interesting challenges to the traditional 90-minute
teacher-fronted classroom. Dumbing down the curriculum only

serves to alienate the higher level students.  Challenging the higher

end results in a select few reaping the benefits that should be more
equitably distributed. Teaching to the middle ground creates a
no-win situation for all.

One of the solutions to working with multi-level students and
addressing their diversity has been the development of a self-access
center (SAC). Under its many guises, it can be seen as a tutoring
center for students seeking remedial help in classes; an advising and
counseling center for students seeking additional challenges and
customizing their course of study; a study space for independent
learners; a learning center for developing appropriate study habits; and
finally as a space for building a community of motivated language
learners irrespective of level or departmental affiliation.

While still in its infancy, this presentation will trace the
development of a SAC in a small, private women’s university from
its initial conception to its present stage in development. The
presenters will introduce some of the events and practical activities
currently undertaken to address individual learer needs and will
present some projects initiated to encourage learners to take advantage
of all the SAC has to offer. It is under a spirit of participation and
collaboration between the teachers and the learners that the presenters
believe will eventually create a community space where a healthy
atmosphere of cooperation and learning can develop and spread out to
the rest of the institution. It is hoped that this space will serve as an

infectious hub that will ultimately motivate more students to discover

their individual pathways to learning success.
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Daneman, M. and Merikle, P. M. (1996). Working memory and
language comprehension: A meta-analysis. Psychonomic Bulletin
and Review ,3, 422-433.

Geva, E., and Ryan, E. B. (1993). Linguistic and cognitive correlates
of academic skills in first and second languages. Language
Learning, 43, 5-42.

Just, M. A. and Carpenter, P. A. (1992). A capacity theory of
comprehension : Individual differences in working memory.

Psychological Review, 99, 122-149.
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<WE$tFk 6> lmplicature and Politeness inLearners’
Narratives: ldeologically Constraining the Reader |

Todd Squires (F#8AS)

Qualitative research in Second Language Acquisition has a short
and as yet unproven track record. Although the reasons for this
situation are various, | would argue that if qualitative research is to be
seriously considered in this field, we who would argue strongly for its
inclusion need to work equally as rigorously on our own
methodology.

In this paper, | wish to demonstrate how student-produced
narratives can be analyzed using tools from linguistic theory and
literary criticism. Conversational implicature has been an important

topic within the field of pragmatics, and because of its central role it
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continues to be the subject of considerable debate. “Implicature” for
Grice (1989) refers to the message intended by the speaker but not
stated literally. While Grice’s theory of meaning has many facets, one
of its central concepts is “‘communicative intention” which is oriented
toward some other agent (addressee), intended to be recognized by
the addressee, and is founded on the satisfaction of being recognized
by the addressee.

While pragmatics and implicature have been primarily concerned
with conversation, there is no reason that would bar us from applying
these principles to narrative. This paper investigates how learners
construct themselves as writers and how they draw their intended
readers into the world of the narrative.

The data consist of student-written narratives (L1 = Japanese)
about a discussion activity in an ESP program at a major university in
western Japan. Drawing upon narratology (Bal, 1985; Genette, 1980),
Marxist criticism (Althusser, 1971; Volosinov, 1973) and pragmatic
theory, | focus on how these perspectives help us to understand the
ways in which writers’ stylistic choices (indexed by level of politeness
(Maynard,1993)) must be read according to how they actively
construct reader positions which force ideological closure (a type of
Gricean implicature) on the reader’s interpretation. In doing so, | will
argue that the foundation of “objectivity” in both quantitative and
qualitative research are constructed differently within each discourse.
References
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