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A Report on Classroom Activities---—-Grammar Practice in Oral English Class
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Education)

[Abstract] This study examined the effect of grammar practice in oral English class. It aimed at
improving the speaking ability of college students and raising the grammatical awareness of students
while speaking in English. Eighteen college students took this experimental course from October,
2009 to January, 2010. As known, the contents of an oral textbook is well considered in grammatical
form and the textbooks contain exercises to practice spoken “grammar”, but it seems insufficient to
make students have grammatical awareness while speaking in English. And in a usual oral English
class, there is almost no explanation of grammar rules to the students, nor any excises focused on
practicing grammar. As a new challenge in oral English class, in this experimental course, while
doing the excises in the textbook, particular grammatical explanation and the special grammar
practice were added. The students were asked to do the grammar practice to practice verb tense,
direct question and indirect statement. By comparing the content of the presentations by the students,
it showed that the number of the correct, grammatical sentences, especially of the grammar items
trained during the experimental process, increased after the grammar practice. As a conclusion in
this research, it will be important to be clear whether it is necessary to train the college students to do
more special grammar practice in oral English class
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[ Abstract] This study investigates intercultural communications between Kadazandusun English L2
in Sabah, Malaysia (SKD) and native speakers of English (NS) as the interlocutors. The study
examines the way SKD and NS manage the organizational and interpersonal aspects of English
conversation by focusing on culturally-laden features of conversation, namely preference
organization (disagreement). The findings have shown that, on the whole, SKD and NS exhibit
conversational and pragmatic behaviors that confirm most of the stereotypical assumptions about
differences between SKD and NS in the underlying cultural value orientations, conceptions, beliefs
and attitudes. These findings include SKD’s greater use of repressive language in disagreements and
NS’s greater tendency to both give a disagreement upfront followed by repressive language and give
bald-on-record disagreements.
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Toward the innovation of a consistent English education system in Japan
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