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SMITH, Craig : FAB/MEFE KT

Innovative Co-Curricular Study Abroad Programmes for University Students: Enriching Academic
Studies through International Experiential Learning Opportunities

Three compulsory co-curricular short-term study abroad programmes for university students which
have been developed since 2010 by the Department of Global Affairs at Kyoto University of Foreign
Studies will be described. The programmes are linked to courses in the curriculum in the fields of
International Relations, International Business, and courses which analyse poverty-reduction
Initiatives. Students have opportunities to use their English language skills by adding to their
vocabulary and by developing intercultural communication sensitivities. Success depends on
students' willingness to engage in self-regulated learning. The outcomes to date and future

development plans will be discussed.

Craig Smith is founding Chair of the Department of Global Affairs at Kyoto University of Foreign
Studies. He is Advisor to the Department of Student Affairs for experiential learning projects. He
has often participated in overseas curricular, co-curricular, and extra-curricular academic events and
community-engagement projects with university students. He is a founding Faculty Advisor of the
Japan University English Model United Nations and an Advisor of the Asia Youth Forum. He is
particularly interested in the ways that participation in low-cost, short-term international events

may promote vocabulary learning by encouraging self-regulated learning.
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% 3 . Second Language Sentence Processing® Psycholinguistic and Neurobiological Research
Paradigms. In R.R. Heredia, J. Altarriba, & A.B. Cieslicka, (Eds.) Methods in Bilingual Reading

Comprehension Research (Forthcoming, Springer Science)
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How Scientists Handle Q&A Sessions and What They Propose as Effective Teaching Methods
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Effects of Dictionary Use on Critical Writing -- Theory and Practice
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A Survey Study on English Proficiency and Teaching Skills for Teaching English in Japanese

Elementary Schools

INFRRIGERENC B DHREH OIS LR8I 5 EilGR A

This study examined the results of a survey that targeted public elementary school teachers (n=80)
and explored their self-evaluated perceptions of current and desired levels of English proficiency (6
levels) and teaching skills (4 levels). English proficiency consisted of five domains: listening and
speaking, grammar in speech, pronunciation, reading, and writing. Teaching skills consisted of four
domains: overall teaching skills, adjusting to students’ level of English, use of classroom English,
and, fluency in conducting activities in English. Moreover, the desired level included two situations,
solo- and team-teaching situations. The overall results showed that gaps were found consistently
between the current and desired levels both in English proficiency and teaching skills, showing
higher levels for the desired. Between the desired solo- and team-teaching, solo-teaching tended to
show higher levels in English proficiency and teaching skills. These results suggest that the
participants evaluated their current levels of English proficiency and teaching skills inadequate to
teach English to a sufficient level, especially when they have to teach by themselves. They also feel
the need to improve their English proficiency and teaching skills in order to teach more effectively.
Considering the future path of English becoming required for the 3rd and 4th graders and becoming
a required subject for the 5th and 6th graders, systematic support for teachers provided by the
MEXT (Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology) seems warranted based on
the results in this study.
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A Reconsideration of the Teaching Methods of Copular Sentences in Remedial English Language

Classes
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M K%  Kobe University
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Measuring the Effects of Sentence-based Writing Practice on L2 Writing Complexity and Quality
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Current practice in L2 writing instruction is based primarily on a process approach that has
devalued sentence composition in favor of higher levels of discourse. However, the sentence is still
the most fundamental unit by which writers express thoughts. Still, many L2 writers lack the
complexity to effectively express their ideas. Therefore, extensive practice in form-focused sentence
writing might be a necessary precursor to enhancing the range, fluency, and complexity of writing
output. The purpose of this presentation is to share data from an ongoing pilot study that measures
the effects of sentence-based writing practice on the development of Japanese university students'
writing. This one year pilot study focuses on comparing the effects of sentence-combining,
grammar-translation, and fluency writing practice on measures of syntactic complexity and overall
writing quality. Using a quasi-experimental design, the study addresses the following research
questions: 1)To what degree does participants' written English syntactic complexity change after
receiving the experimental treatments over one academic year of study?, 2) Do changes in syntactic
complexity lead to changes in overall writing quality?, and 3) To what degree do the treatments and
overall quality of writing correlate? The presenter will share preliminary results which indicate that
sentence complexity changes occur first at the clausal level, which are often not detected using global
indices such as T-unit measurements. Furthermore, the presenter will discuss some of the issues
encountered in regard to the research design, development of the treatment materials, methodology,

and data analysis.
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Issues Regarding Japanese College Students’ Knowledge of English Receptive Vocabulary
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A Study on the Ability of Japanese University Students to Select the Appropriate English

Expressions
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Constructing the Theoretical Model of the Effects by "Pop Culture" Materials in English Language

Classes
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Two Fundamental Concepts of World Englishes Paradigm
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ZOE SMIEY BRFE & L TOLFHREEBRRE

Introduction to Extensive Reading: An Elective Course
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The Dual Influence of Peer Evaluation and Collaborative Learning on Self-efficacy in an EFL

Academic Writing Class: A Pilot Investigation for Designing an Effective Model
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Thesis Advising for Students Writing in English
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Students at a national university X in western Japan must write a thesis in order to graduate. The
length of the completed paper is roughly 12,500-15,000 words in English (according to departmental
guidelines: "30 A4 pages"). That count does not include the cover page, table of contents, Japanese

summary, or the bibliography.

In this presentation, I will discuss 1) how to prepare the students to write such a paper, and 2) the

actual hands-on guidance of the writing of the paper.

Students majoring in English in the liberal arts division rarely have to write a thesis-style paper.
They give presentations, take tests, write "reports," and many participate in student teaching.

However, almost none has experience in writing a paper with citations and bibliography in Japanese.

In their final year, they are then confronted with having to write a 30-page paper in English that
contains citations, avoids plagiarism, and is reasonably well organized and argued.
For those students who enter my "zemi," the first semester is a review of Eigo IIb and, concurrently,

time spent finding sources. The fall semester is spent writing and rewriting.




This talk will cover the details of the thesis itself and what I hope to enable the students to
accomplish over the course of two semesters: creating a feasible topic, finding sources, taking notes

citing, outlining, avoiding plagiarism, bibliography writing, and more
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The Grammar and Vocabulary of Film
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Language teachers and students alike are drawn to movies as texts for study in and out of the
classroom. Beyond their linguistic merits, films as a cultural product offer a vicarious experience
thus far unparalleled in other media. Movies are spectacular compared to the textbook and the next
best thing to being there. And it would seem the language student in particular has - theoretically, at
least - wider access to the world contained in the foreign language film due to the apparent ease
with which movies are understood as well as his or her linguistic knowledge. And yet film, as theorist
Christian Metz points out, is difficult to explain because it is so easy to understand. In the language
classroom in particular, the cinema has fallen victim to this easiness. This ease of understanding has

led to movies being underutilized as a resource in the English language classroom.

Particularly since the advent of semiotics, movie theorists have paralleled the study of film with that
of spoken language. Yet film is not a language, but it is like a language in many ways. This
presentation explains how teachers can draw on the linguistic and film knowledge that students
possess as well as how to bring attention to the ways in which filmmakers make meaning in the
cinema, including denotative and connotative meanings, metonymy and synecdoche. Scenes from
films will be analyzed and participants will be able to use simple film analysis in their own

classrooms.




