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Abstract: An assumption penetrating into the minds of the general public due to the widespread use of
standardized tests is the notion that multiple-choice format can successfully measure understanding of
meaning. This belief leads people to suppose that sense-making is only a common reaction and to regard
meaning as definite, static, and monologic. This view, however, impoverishes meaning to the loss of its
potential in communication. In this presentation, I argue that understanding meaning is proactive and that
meaning is indefinite, dynamic, and dialogic by considering some origins of meaning: emotions, cultures,
and stories. Emotion is both biological and cognitive, not just a fixed reaction to a stimulus, but a proactive
driver of dynamic meaning. Cultures enable individuals to exploit meaning socially without completely

realizing its potentiality; meaning is thus indefinite to its users. Stories as a powerful genre of language use



expand the dialogic nature of meaning in a complex situation. Meaning, therefore, is a bio-cognitive guide
to future actions, a social resource to deal with unforeseen states of affairs, and a source of wisdom to thrive
in complexity and plurality of the human world. Language teachers need a better understanding of meaning

and should be critical of the extensive use of standardized tests.
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