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This presentation will start by first outlining what “Literature” and authenticity mean in terms of
foreign language education. Then we will discuss the difficulty of developing a love of Literature
within students who often lack the language ability to deeply understand it. Then from the
perspective of language education, we will look at what steps we can take to bridge this gap. |
propose several possible solutions including weaning the students first on high-quality graded
literature to get them familiar with the story, its characters and its cultural context which enables
them to more easily read the work in the original. We then move on to looking at how the use of
Al technologies will impact the teaching and learning of Literature, and story creation in language
education both from the student and teacher perspectives.
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Dr. Rob Waring is Emeritus Professor at Notre Dame Seishin University in Okayama where he taught English for
over 35 years. He is a world renowned expert in extensive reading and vocabulary acquisition. He has published
over 80 articles and has given hundreds of lectures, plenaries and featured speaker presentations in 32 countries.
He is an Executive Board member of the Extensive Reading Foundation. He is also the author and series editor of

six series of graded readers and has recently published Teaching Extensive Reading in Another Language with Paul
Nation.
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In the current trends in English language education focusing on developing practical communicative competence,
literature and literary studies tends to be regarded as unnecessary or impractical. Pedagogies based on reading
theory, which is derived from information processing models, aim primarily at improving fluency and accuracy in
reading. However, insights from literary studies can significantly enrich English language teaching. In this
presentation, | will discuss why literature is essential in English language education, by giving some examples of
classroom practice. | will begin by providing an overview of literary studies, followed by an exploration of the
relationship between English language education and literary criticism. The importance of literature in English
language education will then be examined from three perspectives: language enrichment, cultural understanding,
and personal involvement. Finally, | will present two examples of how literature can be practically applied in the
classroom, using Laura Ingalls Wilder’s Little House on the Prairie and Antoine de Saint-Exupéry’s The Little Prince.
These examples will illustrate how literary works can foster critical thinking skills and highlight the rich linguistic

possibilities that literature offers.
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Dr. Fumie Tamai is Professor at Faculty of Global Communication, Doshisha University in Kyoto. Her research area is 19th
century British literature. Completed the Master’s program at the Graduate School of Letters, Doshisha University, she
received a PhD in English Literature at the University of Leeds, UK. Her recent publications include the article “The
Construction of an Inclusive Society and Its Limitation in My Lady Ludlow®(2023), and books she co-authored “Why did
Nightingale go to the war zone Crimea?”[title tran. from Japanese], Japanese Nursing Association Publishing, 2022, and
Dickens and the Anatomy of Evil Sesquicentennial Essays (ed. by Mitsuharu Matsuoka), Athena Press, 2020.




